tions. These appear to have two objects in view? (1) to obtain an exhaustive history of past dearths, their causes and consequences; and (2) to amass materials for laying down minute rules for observance in future times of scarcity.
As regards the first point, the more complete and minute the information collected is the better, provided always that it is accurate and recorded in a clear and systematic manner. In famine, as in other matters, men must be guided by experience, and every disaster of the kind must add to the stock of existing experience new facts, which it is most necessary systematically and fully to record for future guidance. As regards the second point, the duty of the commission will consist in bringing into relief the principal lessons, as regards prevention and relief, -which the histories of previous famines point. These 
